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C
all to Worship

Reader: Generous God, seed-time has ripened into harvest,  
and your earth has yielded fruits.
As Autumn light ripens the grain, ripen, too, our souls.  
As brown leaves fall and hay bails are stored,  
help us to leave behind summer’s ways  
and go forward in deepening compassion, thankful to heaven.

Giver of all, we worship you.
The coming of your Son, the presence of your Spirit,  
the fellowship of your church, show us the marvel of your love.  
The patterns of the year,  the beauty of the earth,  
the fruitful gifts of harvest, call us to worship and adore.
  

Scripture readings are taken from the Net (Online) Version

Psalm 67

May God show us his favor and bless us!
May he smile on us! (Selah)
Then those living on earth will know what you are like;
all nations will know how you deliver your people.
Let the nations thank you, O God!  Let all the nations thank you!
Let foreigners rejoice and celebrate!
For you execute justice among the nations,
and govern the people living on earth. (Selah)
Let the nations thank you, O God!  Let all the nations thank you!
The earth yields its crops. May God, our God, bless us!
May God bless us!
Then all the ends of the earth will give him the honor he 
deserves.

Reader:

P
salm

Reader:
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Thank you for the migration of bird flocks and the landscape of 
many deepening hues,  
Open up to us, O God, the cooler nights and the changing 
weather.  
Open up to us, O God, the maturing wisdom of life.

Deuteronomy 8:7-18

For the LORD your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of 
brooks, springs, and fountains flowing forth in valleys and hills,
a land of wheat, barley, vines, fig trees, and pomegranates, of 
olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat food in plenty 
and find no lack of anything, a land whose stones are iron and 
from whose hills you can mine copper.

You will eat your fill and then praise the LORD your God because 
of the good land he has given you. Be sure you do not forget the 
LORD your God by not keeping his commandments, ordinances, 
and statutes that I am giving you today. When you eat your fill, 
when you build and occupy good houses, when your cattle and 
flocks increase, when you have plenty of silver and gold, and 
when you have abundance of everything, be sure you do not feel 
self-important and forget the LORD your God who brought you 
from the land of Egypt, the place of slavery, and who brought 
you through the great, fearful desert of venomous serpents and 
scorpions, an arid place with no water. 

He made water flow from a flint rock and fed you in the desert 
with manna (which your ancestors had never before known) 
so that he might by humbling you test you and eventually bring 
good to you. Be careful not to say, “My own ability and skill have 
gotten me this wealth.” You must remember the LORD your God, 
for he is the one who gives ability to get wealth; if you do this he 
will confirm his covenant that he made by oath to your ancestors, 
even as he has to this day.

Reader:

Reader:

O
ld Testament Reading

Reader:

T
hanksgiving

Reader:
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The Lord crowns the year with goodness: 
Let all creation give God praise. 

With renewing water for rivers and dams
Let all creation give God praise. 

With fruits and earth’s flowered gems: 
Let all creation give God praise. 

With creatures of land and sea and air  
Let all creation give God praise. 

With wind and storm and purple deeps: 
Let all creation give God praise. 

With those who fish and farm and trade: 
Let all creation give God praise. 

Mark 6:30-44

Then the apostles gathered around Jesus and told him 
everything they had done and taught. He said to them, “Come 
with me privately to an isolated place and rest a while” (for many 
were coming and going, and there was no time to eat). So they 
went away by themselves in a boat to some remote place.
But many saw them leaving and recognized them, and they 
hurried on foot from all the towns and arrived there ahead of 
them.

As Jesus came ashore he saw the large crowd and he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd. So he taught them many things. When it was already 
late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is an isolated place 
and it is already very late. Send them away so that they can go 
into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy something 
for themselves to eat.” But he answered them, “You give them 
something to eat.” And they said, “Should we go and buy bread 
for two hundred silver coins and give it to them to eat?” He said 
to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” When 
they found out, they said, “Five — and two fish.”

Reader:
Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

n
ew Testament Reading

Reader:
Reader:

Reader:
Reader:

Reader:
Reader:

Reader:
Reader:

Reader:
Reader:
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Reader:

Reader:

Then he directed them all to sit down in groups on the green 
grass. So they reclined in groups of hundreds and fifties. He took 
the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he 
gave thanks and broke the loaves. He gave them to his disciples 
to serve the people, and he divided the two fish among them all.
They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the broken 
pieces and fish that were left over, twelve baskets full. Now there 
were five thousand men who ate the bread.

Creator, from whom come all good things,  
we savour your presence and recall your generosity towards us.  

We thank you for your precious word and the faithfulness of your 
Apostles.

Our hearts are grateful for the life you have given us and the 
world in which we live;  

For the beauty and bounty of the world, its seasons and its gifts;  

For harvest’s boundless store, and earth’s fruits which sustain 
and gladden us;  

For those who work the land, and the food-chain which reaches 
our door;  

For comforts, homes and friends, and the power of compassion;  
for this earth, 

And the One you sent to restore us when we fell away from your 
plan.

Reader:

P
raise

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:
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While you continue to shower us with every blessing from the 
land, forgive us for pollution, neglect and greed.  
Forgive us, God of mercy.  

These good things would not be here unless their seeds had first 
laid still in winter’s soil;  forgive us for resisting your rhythms.  
Forgive us, God of mercy.  

We are given your bounty and riches from every touch of your 
hand; forgive us for holding on and not sharing with others what 
we have.
Forgive us, God of Mercy

Generous Provider, the good things of your earth shout out your 
praise; yet our lives so seldom speak of gratitude.  
Forgive us, God of mercy.  

O God, make us co-workers with you: that humankind may reap 
a full harvest.  We pray for this world you have given us:  
For the planting of seeds, for the propagation of stock in the soil 
and commerce of the world,  
For those who cannot plant because hunger has devoured them,  
For those whose animals are diseased and dying.  
For those in need and whose crops have failed. 

Silent or free prayer (pray as lead by the Holy Spirit)

O God, who called all life into being, the earth, sea and sky 
are yours. Your presence is all around us, every atom is full of 
your energy. Your Spirit enlivens all who walk on earth, with her 
we yearn for justice to be done, for creation to be freed from 
bondage, for the hungry to be fed, for captives to be released,  
for your kingdom to come on earth.  

Reader:

C
onfession

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

I
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Reader:

Reader:
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Reader:

Sir Robert Garran

Many great Christians in early Australian history got on with what 
God called them to do without much fanfare. Sir Robert Garran 
was one such man.

In Phillip Street, Sydney where it now meets Martin Place, once 
stood a Victorian terrace in which Robert Randolph Garran 
was born on 10 February 1867. His father, Andrew Garran, 
was then a journalist with, and was later editor of, the Sydney 
Morning Herald. His mother, Mary Isham Garran, had a deep 
social conscience and later served on the board of the Sydney 
Children’s Hospital.

He grew up in a home as the youngest with five sisters and soon 
developed a thirst for knowledge and service to God. 

Educated at Sydney Grammar School and the University of 
Sydney (B.A. 1888, M.A. 1899), Garran was admitted to the 
New South Wales Bar on 28 August 1891 he was an Australian 
lawyer and public servant, an early leading expert in Australian 
constitutional law, the first employee of the Government of 
Australia and the second Solicitor-General of Australia. 

Garran spent thirty-one years as permanent head of the 
Attorney-General’s Department (the longest serving position 
in Australian History), providing advice to ten different Prime 
Ministers (from Barton to Lyons). He played a significant behind-
the-scenes role in the Australian federation movement, as 
adviser to Edmund Barton and chair of the Drafting Committee at 
the 1897–1898 Constitutional Convention.

On 7 April 1902 at St John’s Church of England, Darlinghurst, 
Garran married a schoolmistress, Hilda Robson: they had four 
sons.

No description of Garran would be complete without reference to 
his love of poetry, his gift for languages, and his quiet religious 
faith. on the 1 January 1901, becoming Australia’s first federal 
public servant, he wrote this poem:

R
emembrance

Reader:

Reader:
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Reader:

B
lessing

Help us build a nation,
A people proud and free –
Proud of our high vocation,
Humble, O Lord, to Thee.

Aflame with high endeavour,
Though many paths be trod,

Keep us united ever,
One people, serving God.

Gregory Sawer from the Australian National University News, 
said of Robert, “was fortunate in having through so much of its 
early history the services of such a man—superbly intelligent, 
with great practical commonsense, a Christian both in moral 
rectitude and in loving-kindness, selfless, devoid of any faintest 
touch of arrogance, priggishness or conceit, with a sense both of 
humour and of fun”.

Father, we need to be constantly reminded our the many great 
men and women whose Christian values and principles shaped 
the beginnings of our this majestic country you have placed into 
our hands. Thank you for the tireless work of Christians such 
as Robert Garran, who without fanfare, struggled to leave us a 
legacy planted in his heart by you.
Help us to not only take the baton you have given us, but in 
humilty and love, continue your Mission daily. Amen

May this season of mellow fruitfulness enrich and bless you; 
may we harvest relationships of trust,  
forgiveness and generosity,  
and until we meet again, may we be kept in the  
hollow of God’s hand.

R
emembrance Prayer

Reader:
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The following prayer was created by Matt Lamont in 2011, 
adapted from the 10 Elements of Aidan and Hilda Community 
Handbook. May it be a blessing for you to use or modify in your 
daily living.

Great Creator Spirit,

May we journey with Christ in all things seeking soul 
friendship and pilgrimage along the way.

May we enfold this given life in a soulful rhythm of prayer, 
work and rest.

May we practice sacred reading of Scripture and spiritual 
writings, art and science.

May we hold the whole world in Light and prayer, as we are 
held.

May we simplify life such that beauty, generosity and 
hospitality shine forth.

May we endow the earth with our love and gentle care.

May we, with wisdom and discernment, become a healing 
presence.

May we listen deeply in silence to the Spirit.

May we build a true communion of love with peoples of all 
faiths and spiritual traditions and of none.

May we spread peace, harmony and justice wherever the 
winds of the Spirit may blow us. Amen.

P
rayer of the Ten Elements - 
Aidan and Hilda


